The Jew’s and Their Lies

What shall we Christians do with this rejected and condemned people,
the Jews? Since they live among us, we dare not tolerate their conduct, now
that we are aware of their lying and reviling and blaspheming. If we do, we
become sharers in their lies, cursing and blasphemy. Thus we cannot
extinguish the unquenchable fire of divine wrath, of which the prophets speak,
nor can we convert the Jews. With prayer and the fear of God we must
practice a sharp mercy to see whether we might save at least a few from the
glowing flames. We dare not avenge ourselves. Vengeance a thousand times
worse than we could wish them already has them by the throat. I shall give
you my sincere advice:

First to set fire to their synagogues or schools and to bury and cover with dirt
whatever will not burn, so that no man will ever again see a stone or cinder of
them. This 1s to be done in honor of our Lord and of Christendom, so that God
might see that we are Christians, and do not condone or knowingly tolerate
such public lying, cursing, and blaspheming of his Son and of his Christians.

Second, I advise that their houses also be razed and destroyed. For they
pursue in them the same aims as in their synagogues. Instead they might be
lodged under a roof or in a barn, like the gypsies. This will bring home to
them that they are not masters in our country, as they boast, but that they are
living in exile and in captivity, as they incessantly wail and lament about us
before God.

Third, I advise that all their prayer books and Talmudic writings, in which
such idolatry, lies, cursing and blasphemy are taught, be taken from them.

Fourth, I advise that their rabbis be forbidden to teach henceforth on pain of
loss of life and limb. For they have justly forfeited the right to such an office
by holding the poor Jews captive with the saying of Moses (Deuteronomy 17
[:10 ff.]) in which he commands them to obey their teachers on penalty of
death, although Moses clearly adds: "what they teach you in accord with the
law of the Lord." Those villains ignore that. They wantonly employ the poor
people's obedience contrary to the law of the Lord and infuse them with this
poison, cursing, and blasphemy.



